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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This Office Action is response to the RCE filed on 4/29/2005. Consequently, claims 1 - 6, 
9 - 27,31 - 40 and 43 are currently pending. Claims 7- 9, 28 - 30, 41 and 42 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 - 6, 9 - 16, 19 - 27, 30 - 37, 39 - 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Patton et al (U.S. 6,408,301 Bl) in view of Jernigan, IV et al (U.S. 
5,574,907) further in view of Srivastava et al (U.S. 6,549,922 Bl). 

♦ As per claims 1, 22, 39 - 40, 43, 

Patton et al discloses an information processing method for storing binary data and metadata 
related to the binary data into a storage medium, comprising: 

- "A first storage step of storing said metadata of the plurality of files into a first block 

storage area that is a continuous area capable of storing metadata of the plurality of files 

on said storage medium" See Fig. 1, col. 4 line 20 - 28. 
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"A second storage step of storing binary data related to said metadata into a second 
storage area" See Fig. 1, col. 4 line 39 - 45. 

• The "binary data" corresponds to "still image data" (col. 4 line 43). 

• The "second storage" corresponds to the area that stored the image data. 

- "A third storage step of storing link information that links said metadata stored. . . with 
said binary data" See col. 4 line 45-47. 

• The "link information" corresponds to the "image links" (col. 2 line 23 -35). 

• "The third storage" corresponds the area that stored the image links. 

- "Link information is stored into an area adjacent to an. area where said metadata is 
stored". The "image link" is derived from the metadata, and is stored in the disk 16 in 
Fig. 3. Therefore, the "link information" must be stored adjacent with the metadata. 
However, Patton et al does not specifically disclose the order of storing the binary data, 

metadata, and linking data. Nonetheless, such is not a patentable distinction. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized that either the metadata or the binary data might have 
been stored first. The choice of sequence provides no unexpected or unobvious result. The 
ordinary skilled artisan would have recognized that the linking of metadata to binary data 
would have to occur after those two types of data had been captured and stored Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to practice the invention in different sequence steps such as capture and store either 
binary data or metadata first, because the choice of sequence provides no unexpected or 
unobvious result. 
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Patton does not clearly disclose that the storage area is a continuous area. However, 
Jernigan, on the other hand, discloses a method for defragmenting file data stored on a disk. 
There are two stages required. First, rearranges the File allocation Table (FAT) and 
Microsoft DoubleSpace File Allocation Table (MDFAT) entries into adjacent clusters. 
Second, moves the data into adjacent variable length clusters such that the data is stored in 
adjacent sectors with no intervening vacant sectors (col. 8, lines 44 - 49, Jernigan). The FAT 
and MDFAT can be considered as the liking information of the file. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply the teaching of Jernigan into the invention of Patton, so that storing 
metadata, binary data, and the linking information in a continuous area because it is desirable 
to defragment the disk such that all files are stored in contiguous clusters. Defragmentation 
speeds access times and lessens the mechanical wear of the head assembly because an entire 
read or write request can be executed without requiring multiple head movements between 
non-contiguous clusters with the spin delay associated therewith (col. 4, lines 38 - 44, 
Jernigan). 

The combination of Patton and Jernigan fail to disclose the step of reading the file, 
determining whether the file includes metadata, and separating the metadata and the content 
file. 

However, Srivastava, on the other hand, discloses a system for collecting and managing 
media metadata that comprising the step of: reading the file, determining whether the file 
includes metadata, and separating the metadata and the content file (see Fig. 1, claim 1). 
Srivastava teaches that the system will parse the media file to extract the metadata embedded 
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within the file (col. 2, lines 45 - 48 of Srivastava). This operation corresponds to the step 
"separating the read file into metadata and content data". 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply the teaching of Srivastava into the combination system of Jernigan and Patton, 
because the combination would speed up the processing of the file and allow the user in 
searching for information by searching only the metadata not the entire file. 

♦ As per claims 2, 23, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "Adjacent area is a sector next to the area where said metadata is stored". See col. 8, lines 
45 - 49, Jernigan. 

♦ As per claims 3, 24, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "An adjacent area having a fixed length is allocated" See col. 5 line 1 of Patton. 

♦ As per claims 4 - 5, 25 - 26, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

"Link information is described as a path and a file name of said binary data" See col. 4 
line 45 - 47 of Patton. Patton discloses the "address pointer" that corresponding image 
sequence. Therefore, this address corresponds to the "path and file name". 

♦ As per claims 6, 27 

Claims 6, 27 include all limitation in claim 1 and 22 further include a registration step of 
registering link information (See col. 4, lines 2-6, col. 8, lines 57-61, Jernigan). 

♦ As per claims 10, 21, 31, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "Storage medium is a magneto-optic disk" See col. 3 line 54 - 60 of Patton. 

♦ As per claims 11 - 12, 32 — 33, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 
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Claims 11-12 include: "generating an area file having a size the same as that of said 
metadata storage area and holding the file on said storage medium". Patton teaches that the user 
can control the frames will be captured (col. 3 line 66 - col 4 line 1 of Patton). As noted above, 
the metadata also automatically recorded with the image (see col. 4 line 20 - 28 of Patton). 
Therefore, the user can generate an area file having the same size as metadata storage area. It is 
logical steps for delete an area file, then stored metadata from the start position of an area. 

♦ As per claims 13 - 15, 34 - 36, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "First storage area is allocated in a directory where said binary data is stored" See col. 4 
line 64-67 of Patton. 

♦ As per claims 16, 37, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "Metadata includes description of information specifying related binary data" See col. 4 
line 27 - 39 of Patton. 

♦ As per claim 20, the combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava disclose: 

- "Binary data is at least one of still image data, video data, sound data and music data" 
See Fig. 4 of Patton. Patton discloses that the binary data that stored can be an image, 
sound or music. 

4. Claims 17 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Patton et 
al (U.S. 6,408,301) in view of Jernigan, IV et al (U.S. 5,574,907) further in view of Srivastava et 
al (U.S. 6,549,922 Bl) as applied to claims 1 - 6, 9 - 16, 19 - 27, 30 - 37, 39 - 43 above, and 
further in view of Levy et al (U.S. 6,505,160). 

♦ As per claims 17 - 18, 38, 
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The combination of Patton, Jernigan and Srivastava fails to discloses "Metadata is 
described in a predetermined data description language such as XML, SGML, and TIFF)" 

However, Levy, on the other hand, discloses that the connection between the server and 
user may be wire or wireless connection using standard wire or wireless communication like 
XML (See col. 5 line 59 - 66, Levy). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply the teaching of Levy into the combination of Patton/ Jernigan/ Srivastava because 
the communication protocols like XML, HTML are well known and are standard 
communications. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 6, 10 - 27, 3 1 - 40 and 43 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 - 4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272 - 4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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